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Maybe I’m getting old. These past few years, I seem to spend a lot of time remembering “the
good old days” when I first came to Japan more than 30 years ago. So much has changed.

Many things have improved, of course. For example, telephone communication.

I remember when I first came to Japan as a high school exchange student, I only made one phone
call home to America during the entire year because it was so expensive. It cost 5,000 yen for a
three-minute call.

Before making that call, I planned meticulously*. First, I calculated the time difference between
Japan and California. Then, one month ahead of time, I wrote a letter home telling my family that I
planned to call them on a certain day at a certain time. I asked the whole family to wait by the
phone so I could at least say hello to everyone. Then, two weeks prior to my call, I wrote another
letter to remind them. Finally, on the decided day, I called the Japanese operator, who called the
U.S. operator, who connected me to the phone at home. It was weird*. It took at least three seconds
for my voice to travel to California. And I had to wait several more seconds for the response. I
talked as quickly as I could because I only had three minutes. But with the time lag, I barely had
enough time to say hi and bye.

Nowadays, I call my family several times a week. I just tap my smart phone a few times and
bingo. No operators, no time lag, and, best of all, it’s cheap. And my family all have their own
cellphones now, so they never have to wait next to the main phone.

meticulously* [EE|(Z  weird* K

Daniel Kahl [ 21353 < ~¥7= 6 A 72+ ] ‘Ganbappe!” Nippon
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