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oTokyo Metropolitan Government Ordinance on the Regulation of Loud Noise from
Loudspeakers
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Ordinance No. 153
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The Tokyo Metropolitan Government Ordinance on the Regulation of Loud Noise from
Loudspeakers is hereby promulgated.
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Tokyo Metropolitan Government Ordinance on the Regulation of Loud Noise from
Loudspeakers
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In recent years, as the performance of loudspeakers has improved, it has become
possible to carry out broadcast advertising activities at a louder volume, and in some
cases, more than a few organizations have begun to engage in street advertising using
loudspeakers to emit sounds that significantly exceed the necessary volume to obstruct
or harass normal political activities, labor movements, corporate activities, etc., and such
street advertising poses a serious hindrance to these activities, and has caused
unbearable suffering to local residents. This situation is most noticeable in Tokyo, the
capital where Japan's political and economic functions are concentrated, and there is a
strong need to prevent the occurrence of these noises that threaten the daily lives of
Tokyo residents.
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However, it goes without saying that the use of loudspeakers is also an important
means of communicating expression in political activities, etc., and that what is conducted

within the scope of laws and regulations and social common sense shall not be unjustly



restricted.
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Based on this recognition, and with careful attention to not unjustly restrict the freedom

and rights of the people as guaranteed by the Constitution of Japan, this Ordinance is

enacted in order to establish necessary regulations regarding the noise made by
loudspeakers, which can be called sonic violence.
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(Outline)
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Article 1 In consideration of the fact that loud noises from loudspeakers pose a

serious hindrance to people's physical safety and the smooth execution of business, this

Ordinance is to specify necessary matters to regulate acts that cause loud noises from

loudspeakers and other matters necessary to prevent noises made by loudspeakers.
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(Notes on Application)
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Article 2 In applying this Ordinance, the freedom of assembly, association and

expression, the right of workers to organize and to act collectively, and other freedoms

and rights of citizens guaranteed by the Constitution of Japan shall not be unjustly
restricted.
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(Definition)
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Article 3 The term “loud noise” as used in this Ordinance means a sound of the

volume of which exceeds 85 decibels when measured at a place with a distance of 10



meters or more from the device producing that sound (when that device is used at a
place other than a road or other public places, the place of the measurement is limited
to a point outside the place of that device), as specified in the Regulations of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Public Safety Commission.
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(Exclusion from Application)
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Article 4 The provisions of this Ordinance do not apply to the cases set forth below:
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(i)when using loudspeakers to carry out election campaigns or political activities in
elections pursuant to the Public Offices Election Act (Act No.100 of 1950);
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(i)  when using loudspeakers to prevent harm to human life, body, or property in the
event of a disaster, accident, etc.;
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(iii) when using loudspeakers to conduct national or local government duties;

ML AL KEXITERBE OF ISR D BRADIRRIGE 21T 9 72 OIIEF L
ERT 2855

(iv) when using loudspeakers to carry out emergency public relations activities related
to electricity, gas, water, or telecommunications business;
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(v) when using loudspeakers to conduct classes or other duties at schools prescribed
in the School Education Act (Act No. 26 of 1947), specialized training colleges or
miscellaneous category schools, or child welfare institutions prescribed in the Child
Welfare Act (Act No. 164 of 1947);
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(vi) when using loudspeakers to carry out transportation duties on public
transportation;
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(vii) when using loudspeakers for festivals, sports days, and other local events; and
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(viii) beyond what is set forth in each preceding item, when specified by the
Regulations of the Tokyo Metropolitan Public Safety Commission as cases of use of
loudspeakers for achieving public interest.

(PEFHEIC L 0 BBRE 24 U S 2178 0%kIE)

(Prohibition of Acts Causing Loud Noise by Using Loudspeakers)
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Article 5 No person shall cause a loud noise using loudspeakers.
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(Obligations for Those who Demand or Request to Use Loudspeakers)
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Article 6 Those who demand or request others to use a loudspeaker, or have
others use a loudspeaker under their control, shall endeavor to make the others comply
with the matters specified in this Ordinance.

LRI L 0 BT 24 U S 21T4% LIcH T T 5 ES)

(Measures Against Those Who Make Acts Causing Loud Noise by Using Loudspeakers)
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Article 7 (1) When an act that violates the provisions of Article 5 (hereinafter
referred to as a "violation") is being carried out, a police officer may order those who
are committing the violation to stop the violation.
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2) When those who have committed a violation continue or repeat the violation, the
chief of the police station may order them to take necessary measures to prevent the
violation from being committed for a specified time not exceeding 24 hours.
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3) When those who have received an order under the preceding paragraph commit a

further violation, the chief of police the station may order them to submit the



loudspeaker (when the loudspeaker is attached to an automobile, etc. and the
loudspeaker cannot be easily removed from the automobile, etc., the loudspeaker and
the automobile, etc.; the same applies in the following paragraph) that they are using or
intend to use and retain it.
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(4) When the chief of the police station has retained a loudspeaker pursuant to the
provision of the preceding paragraph, the chief of the police station is to return the
loudspeaker to those specified in the same paragraph promptly after 24 hours have
elapsed from the time when the chief of the police station retained the loudspeaker (if it
is no longer necessary to retain the loudspeaker during that time, when it is no longer
necessary to retain it).
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(5) The provisions of the preceding paragraphs do not apply to cases where two or
more individuals using loudspeakers in close proximity to each other are causing a loud
noise in a compound manner (excluding cases where these individuals are jointly using
loudspeakers in close proximity; the same applies in the following Article).
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Article 8 When loud noise is caused in a compound manner by the use of
loudspeakers in close proximity to each other by two or more individuals, the chief of
the police station may recommend these individuals to take necessary measures to
prevent the loudspeakers from causing a loud noise.
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(Measures Against Those Who Demand or Request to Use Loudspeakers)
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Article 9 When a violation is committed, and when the chief of the police station
does not deem that those who demanded or requested the one who committed the
violation to use the loudspeaker for the violation, or those who manage the
loudspeaker pertaining to that violation and allowed others to use the loudspeaker for
their own business, have taken the necessary measures to prevent the violation from
being committed, the chief of police may recommend that necessary measures are
taken to prevent those using the loudspeaker from committing a violation when using
the loudspeaker.
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(Entry)
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Article 10 (1) To the extent necessary for the enforcement of the provisions of Article
7 or Article 8, the chief of the police station may have police officers enter places where
loudspeakers are deemed to be located (including automobiles, etc., to which
loudspeakers are attached) and inspect loudspeakers and other necessary objects, or
ask questions to those using or intending to use loudspeakers and other persons
concerned.
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2) When a police officer conducts an on-site inspection pursuant to the provisions of
the preceding paragraph, the police officer shall carry an identification card and present
it upon request from any person concerned.
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3) The authority for on-site inspection under the provisions of paragraph (1) shall not
be construed as being granted for the purpose of criminal investigation.
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(Delegation to the Regulations of the Tokyo Metropolitan Public Safety Commission)
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Article 11 Beyond what is prescribed in this Ordinance, procedures for implementing
this Ordinance and other matters necessary for the enforcement of this Ordinance are

specified in the Regulations of the Tokyo Metropolitan Public Safety Commission.
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(Penal Provisions)
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Article 12 Those who violate an order pursuant to the provisions of Article 7, S L

paragraphs (1) to (3) are punished by imprisonment with work for not more than six
months or a fine of not more than 200,000 yen.
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(Partially amended by Ordinance No.151 of 2024)
B8 BHEE-HOBREICEDIARELZES, 5T, HLITEEL, XUTERM
Wk L OB 283, B L <ITEBOBIR A L72Fix, +0 ML Tod@icid 5,
Article 13 Those who refuse, obstruct, or challenge an on-site inspection pursuant to
the provisions of Article 10, paragraph (1), or fail to make a statement in response to
guestions, or make a false statement are punished by a fine of not more than 100,000
yen.
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This Ordinance comes into effect as of seven days after the date of promulgation.
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Supplementary Provisions (Ordinance No. 151 of 2024)
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(1) This ordinance comes into effect as of June 1, 2025.
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Prior ordinances continue to govern the application of penalties to acts committed

~

before the enforcement of this ordinance.



